
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A Service of Holy Communion  

The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
As restrictions change, we want to ensure that we have the safest 
possible experience of being with each other for our worship. These 
changes will be under constant review. We ask that you care for 
yourself and others by: 

- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Be mindful of those who wish to maintain distance from others 
- Using hand sanitiser provided 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards 
- Continue giving your name for contact tracing 

 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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The Gathering 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then the minister prays:  
 
God of glory, 
the end of our searching, 
help us to lay aside 
all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, 
and to give all that we have 
to gain the pearl beyond all price, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
All: Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
 
10 Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of 
David. 11 The time that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned for 
seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat 
on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly established. 
 

3 Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he 
sacrificed and offered incense at the high places. 4 The king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a 
thousand burnt-offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ 6 And 
Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my 
father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and 
in uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this great and 
steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, 
O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And 
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 
between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ 

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, ‘Because 
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for 
the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 
what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and 
discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall 
arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and 
honour all your life; no other king shall compare with you. 14 If you will walk in 
my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 
walked, then I will lengthen your life.’ 

 

This is the word of the Lord  

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Ephesians 5:15-20 
15 Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16 making the 
most of the time, because the days are evil. 17 So do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 Do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 as you sing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your 
hearts, 20 giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn – Be Thou My Vision 

 
1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

naught be all else to me save that thou art; 
thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2. Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my great Father, and I thy true heir; 
thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care. 
 

3. Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fightm 
be thou my armour, and be thou my might, 
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tow’r, 
raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 

4. Riches I need not, nor all the world’s praise, 
thou mine inheritance through all my days; 
thou, and thou only, the first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art! 
 

5. High King of heaven, when battle is done, 
grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heav’n’s sun; 
Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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Irish 8th century, tr. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) and Eleanor Hull (1860-1935) 
 
  

 

Gospel Reading – John 6:51-58 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is 
my flesh.’ 

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us 
his flesh to eat?’ 53 So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat 
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Those 
who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up 
on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Those 
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the 
living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will 
live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like 
that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread 
will live for ever.’ 

 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

cf Ephesians 2.15,16 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hymn – Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour 
 

1 Lord, enthroned in heav’nly splendour, 
first begotten from the dead, 
thou alone, our strong defender, 
liftest up thy people’s head. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
Jesu, true and living bread. 
 

2 Here our humblest homage pay we, 
here in loving rev’rence bow; 
here for faith’s discernment pray we, 
lest we fail to know thee now. 
Alleluia, alleluia,  
thou art here, we ask now how. 
 

3 Thought the lowliest form doth veil thee 
as of old in Bethelhem, 
here as there thine angels hail thee,  
Branch and Flow’r of Jesse’s Stem. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
we in worship join with them.  
 

4 Paschal Lamb, thine off’ring finished 
once for all when thou wast slain, 
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in its fullness undiminished 
shall for evermore remain. 
Alleluia, alleluia.  
cleansing souls from ev’ry stain.  
 

5 Life-imparting heav’nly manna,  
stricken rock with streaming side, 
heav’n and earth with loud hosanna 
worship thee, the Lamb who died.  
Alleluia, alleluia, 
ris’n, ascended, glorified! 

 
George Hugh Bourne (1840-1925) 
  
 
There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying:	  
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All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
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Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All: Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
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If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	   16	  

The Dismissal 
 
We share any notices. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 
 
 


